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with her breath, had she known how dead was the corpse to
which she was uniting her timid and sickly sixteenth, year,
she would, certes, have recoiled, and forsaken the work.
" Fortunately, she saw not the danger; she rushed into it
with dauntless brow; she put her trust in the great masters
whom none of those around her trusted; she did not despair of
the master-pieces insulted by the present generation ; her very
boldness carried her through; her faith saved her, her natural
good sense preserved her from all declamation. She had con-
quered her domain; she had done more than conquer it, she
har? discovered it, and now reigned there a sovereign."
"We have left behind us the trials and vicissitudes of Rachel's
early youth, and the succeeding pages record an uninterrupted
series of triumphs, varied only by pleasing incidents in public
life, and by no very severe heart-aches in the private circle.
On the 1st of October, 1838, the theatre, completely cram-
med — every seat having been taken beforehand — drew be-
tween 5 and 6000 francs. The triumphant days of Talma and
Mil ft. Mars when at the zenith of their fame were even equaled.
The princes of the house of Orleans all came in succession to
see the phenomenon. The duchess testified her approbation
by the gift of a bracelet—a gold chain clasped by a cushion
bearing a dog. This simple gift would, a few years later, have
appeared to the spoiled actress but a poor token; but it was
then a great thing for her, the rather, too, as it was not cus-
tomary for the family then on the throne to take any notice
of debutantes. The sovereign himself, who never went to any
theatre, honored the star by going to see her in the part'of
Emilie in " Cinna." A judicious friend took care that the
king should meet the heroine as he passed out. . His majesty,
taking her trembling hand in his, assured her very kindly that
he had been much pleased with her performance, and would
be glad to see her again. Bashful and confused in attempting
to express her gratitude, Mademoiselle Rachel addressed the
king as- Monsieur. When subsequently reminded of her mis-
take by her companion, Madame Tousez, she merrily exQused
it, saying that, she was so accustomed to converse with the
Greek, and Roman monarchs, she had neglected to learn how
to speak to those of modern, date.

